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Mississippi Utility Customer Update
Consumption x Rate = Bill; Where Do Mississippi Electricity Bills Rank?
This newsletter has reported on the costs
of energy to consumers in several
formats. A recent comparison of states
with the lowest and highest electric bills
was created by SaveOnEnergy.com®
analysts using the latest Energy
Information Administration data.
The average U.S. resident uses 867 kWh/
month. So which states have the lowest
electricity bills on average? New Mexico
took the top spot as the state with the
lowest electric bills, at only $74.05 per
month. The rate price was close to the
national average at 12.04 cents per kWh,
but having the 10th lowest consumption
rate of 615 kWh per month put New
Mexico as the top state for lowest energy
costs.

So which states are in the bottom 10 of
energy costs and thus pay higher average
bills? Consistent with other national data
sets, Mississippi comes in as having the
10th highest average electricity bill in the
nation.
Mississippi’s average electricity rate
(11.12 cents/kWh) is just below the
national average as the 22nd lowest rate
in the nation. However, Mississippi
residents consume an average of 1132
kWh per month (4th highest in the nation).
Even with a below average electric price
rate, our very high electricity
consumption put Mississippi in the top
ten of most expensive states with a
monthly average bill of $125.88.
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Southeastern State Residential Rate Comparison for
12 Months Ended July 2019
Using state-based data from the Energy Information Administration (EIA) and focusing on the August 2018
to July 2019 time frame, Staff have calculated the average residential cost per kilowatt-hour (kWh) for
Mississippi and other Southeastern states. Across the Southeast, the average residential monthly rate is
11.23 cents/kWh. Across the United States, the average residential monthly rate is 12.96 cents/kWh.
The chart below lists the Southeast states ranked lowest average residential monthly rate to highest
average residential monthly rate over the 12-month period of August 2018 to July 2019.
State

Rate (cents/kWh)

State

Rate (cents/kWh)

Louisiana

9.35

Texas

11.68

Arkansas

9.72

Florida

11.81

Kentucky

10.64

Virginia

11.91

Tennessee

10.85

South Carolina

12.22

Mississippi

11.29

Alabama

12.45

Georgia

11.34

North Carolina

11.48

Southeast Average

11.23

As you can see, Mississippi rates averaged out across the state are nearly identical to the Southeast average
but are below the national average. But how do the electric utilities operating in Mississippi rank out as
compared to the overall state average, Southeast average and to other states?
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As you can see from the chart above, Entergy Mississippi average rates are below the Mississippi and
Southeast average. Meanwhile, aggregated Municipalities/Cooperatives are very close to the Mississippi and
Southeast average. Mississippi Power Co. rates however are above Mississippi, Southeast and United States
average residential monthly rates.
Entergy Mississippi serves approximately 29.4% of the Mississippi’s residential customers, Mississippi
Power Co. serves 12.1%, and the combined municipalities/cooperatives serve the remaining 58.5%.

The Central District is pleased to bring you the latest information concerning utility rates, project developments, Public Service
Commission actions and other news you can use. I hope you will find this information to be a useful resource to learn about the
Public Service Commission, consumer issues and the continuous work we are doing for the citizens in the Central District and
across the state of Mississippi. Thank you again for allowing me to serve you in this capacity.
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