
&2/- 4(% $%3+ /& 
#ŒŐŐŌŖŖŌŒőňŕ  
"ŕňőŗ "ńŌŏňŜ 
#ňőŗŕńŏ $ŌŖŗŕŌņŗ /ŉŉŌņň 

  

August 5, 2020  

-ÉÓÓÉÓÓÉÐÐÉ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ Ɇ ɉδήίɊ ηδί-γβαή Ɇ 4ÏÌÌ-&ÒÅÅȡ ɉζήήɊ αγδ-δβαή Ɇ ×××ȢÐÓÃȢÍÓȢÇÏÖ 

¢ëÙ -ÙĀġĖÀú 2íĚġĖíÎġ íĚ ēúÙÀĚÙÓ ġĆ ÌĖíĀç ĴĆĥ ġëÙ úÀġÙĚġ íĀæĆĖÿÀġíĆĀ
ÎĆĀÎÙĖĀíĀç ĥġíúíġĴ ĖÀġÙĚˋ ēĖĆöÙÎġ ÓÙıÙúĆēÿÙĀġĚˋ sĥÌúíÎ zÙĖıíÎÙ
-ĆÿÿíĚĚíĆĀ ÀÎġíĆĀĚ ÀĀÓ ĆġëÙĖ ĀÙĲĚ ĴĆĥ ÎÀĀ ĥĚÙː M ëĆēÙ ĴĆĥ Ĳíúú æíĀÓ ġëíĚ íĀæĆĖÿÀġíĆĀ ġĆ ÌÙ À
ĥĚÙæĥú ĖÙĚĆĥĖÎÙ ġĆ úÙÀĖĀ ÀÌĆĥġ ġëÙ sĥÌúíÎ zÙĖıíÎÙ -ĆÿÿíĚĚíĆĀˋ ÎĆĀĚĥÿÙĖ íĚĚĥÙĚ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ
ÎĆĀġíĀĥĆĥĚ ĲĆĖ÷ ĲÙ ÀĖÙ ÓĆíĀç æĆĖ ġëÙ ÎíġíĸÙĀĚ íĀ ġëÙ -ÙĀġĖÀú 2íĚġĖíÎġ ÀĀÓ ÀÎĖĆĚĚ ġëÙ ĚġÀġÙ Ćæ
_íĚĚíĚĚíēēíː ¢ëÀĀ÷ ĴĆĥ ÀçÀíĀ æĆĖ ÀúúĆĲíĀç ÿÙ ġĆ ĚÙĖıÙ ĴĆĥ íĀ ġëíĚ ÎÀēÀÎíġĴː 

L 
ast week, the Mississippi Public Utilities Staff announced that over $66 million in grants 
were awarded to fifteen electric cooperatives, two water associations and two 
telecommunications companies to provide high -speed internet to unserved and underserved 

households and businesses in rural Mississippi.  The grants and matching funds will provide at 
least a $150 million in investment in Mississippi communities.  All grant monies will be expended 
by the end of the year.  The selected awardees estimate that broadband services will potentially 
reach over 50,000 residents, of which over 40,000 are deemed underserved by the Federal 
Communication Commission, and over 5,000 miles of fiber optic cable will be installed.  

In the Central District, two electric cooperatives, 
two water associations and one telecomm 
received grants from the Mississippi Electric 
Cooperatives Broadband COVID -19 Grant 
Program Fund.  

Sebastopol Water Association  (SWA) will invest 
at least $200,000 in fixed wireless technology. 
By the end of 2020, SWA plans to have a total of 
19 transmitters on  seven elevated water tanks, 
all in Scott, Leake and Neshoba counties, 
including an elevated tank in Walnut Grove. In 
2021, SWA plans to install at least two more 
transmitters on two elevated tanks in Newton 
County.  

North Lauderdale Water Association  (NLWA) will leverage the $175,000 grant with $175,000 in 
matching funds for a total of $350,000 investment in fixed wireless broadband coverage across 
much of NLWAõs service area. Located north of Meridian in Lauderdale County, this area comprises 
117 square miles and 3,500 homes, including base housing at NAS Meridian.  

4-County Electric Power Association  (4-County) will install fiber and deploy broadband internet 
in the Brooksville community in north Noxubee County as one of three pilot programs.  4 -County 
is leveraging about $7 million of private match to the $5.4 million in grant funds it received.  
Other projects are in north east Choctaw County and west Clay County.  

MPUS and MPSC Recognize  
Broadband Grant Awardees  

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.swga.us/
https://www.nlwa.ms/
http://www.4county.org/4-county-to-begin-broadband-pilot-programs/
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C Spire  will implement at least two projects in Central 
Mississippi.  One project will be located in Hinds 
County. Fiber optic infrastructure will be installed 
along Highway 18 from Raymond to Utica then up 
Highway 27 towards Vicksburg.  This project passes 
157 homes in eligible areas and a total of 339 homes 
along the route, some of which are not in eligible areas. 
The other project will be located on the west side of 
Canton in Madison County.  Fiber optic will be installed 
to serve businesses located along Soldiers Colony Road 
and Watford Parkway Drive.  

Congratulations to all the grantees for thinking outside 
the box and taking urgent action to secure the resources needed to get their projects moving 
forward.  School kids, small businesses and rural communities will benefit immensely from this 
program.  A complete list of program grantees is below.  

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.cspire.com/home-services/
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Highlights from the August 4  

Docket Meeting  
X The Commission approved an Order  accepting Entergy Mississippi 

Ad Valorem Tax Adjustment Rider Percentage Adjustment Factor of 
1.4284%. The revised factor provides for an increase of $0.54 on an 
average residential bill of 1000 kWh.  The increase is primarily due to 

the acquisition of the Choctaw Generating Station.  

X Atmos Energy was granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity  to provide 

natural gas service in a new service area of DeSoto County.  This action is supported by Atmosõ 
Rural Expansion Initiative.  

X The Commission Ordered  Mississippi Power Co. to implement a plan of action in response to 

three recommendations as set forth in the "Management Review Audit of Mississippi Power 
Company Fuel & Electricity Procurementó report.   

X Spire Energyõs Application for Authorization of a Natural Gas Expansion and Economic 

Development Initiative was referred  for hearing at a later date.  

X The Commission granted all Motions to Intervene filed by various stakeholders in response to 

Entergy Mississippiõs and/or Mississippi Power Co.õs respective Integrated Resources Planning 
(IRP) Notice.  These Motions to Intervene had been lingering since January.   Commission legal 
staff will draft the orders granting the petitions.  

X Following adjournment of the Docket Meeting, a hearing was convened to consider the petitions 

of Cane Creek Solar  and Moonshot Solar  for Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity 
to construct, own and operate solar facilities.  The Certificates were granted.  

 

Last week at the MPSC  
1 Atmos Energy filed its Construction Notice for a project in 

Meridian, Lauderdale County, MS to replace approximately 37,771 
feet of 2 -inch steel pipe and 4,173 feet of 4 -inch steel main over 
four phases. Phase 1 ; Phase 2 ; Phase 3 ; Phase 4  

1 Russell Utilities and Toomsuba Water System withdrew  their 

joint petition for transfer of service.  

1 The Commission issued an Order  accepting CenterPoint 

Energyõs Energy Efficiency Cost Recovery Rider compliance tariff 
filing approved during the July 7, 2020 Docket Meeting.  

1 Business Telecom LLC  and Delta Com LLC  were each granted its request to withdraw its 

revised Mississippi Tariff  No. 3 filed in April 2019.  

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651452
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651455
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651456
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651454
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=649480
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=649486
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651421
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651423
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651425
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651427
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651408
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651407
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651441
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=651442

