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The Central District is pleased to bring you the latest information
concerning utility rates, project developments, Public Service
Commission actions and other news you can use. | hope you will find this information to be a
useful resource to learn about the Public Service Commission, consumer issues and the
continuous work we are doing for the citizens in the Central District and across the state of

Mississippi. Thank you again for allowing me to serve you in this capacity. 5
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Tlme f Or Reﬂe Ctlon Or A51de from the holidays’ hustle

and bustle, the last week of
b s s December is exploited by many as a
Tlme for Pre d lCth n ? time to reflect on and document
®  the accomplishments, failures or
key events of the current year. It is
also a time that folks look deep into their crystal balls to summon bold, controversial or obvious
predictions for the new year that is just days away. Me? Well, I am more keen to drawing upon
past experiences and lessons learned and apply them in a way that gives me confidence in how I
approach new issues and make decisions that are intended to produce broad benefits with the
least inverse impacts.

2021 was supposed to be the year we would beat COVID-19. Yet, we enter 2022 amongst a surge
in COVID variants and more questions about prevention, management and treatment of the virus.
We enter 2022 with a surge in monetary resources at the state level. Yet, a clear plan for utilization
of these dollars has not yet been revealed. Many more issues and challenges will arise in 2022 and
many will carry over from 2021. We must be ready meet them head on.

As we look ahead to 2022 and what it potentially holds in store for us all, please know that the
Central District is here to assist anyway we can. At the same time, we look forward to your
participation as key stakeholders in matters that will be coming before the Commission.

While I am not going to get into the game of making predictions for the next year, I would like to
look back at some of our favorite newsletters from 2021 (see below) as a reminder about the
various topics that we have brought awareness to and that will likely resurface in the coming year.
We hope that you enjoy this last issue of the year and agree with the selection of our top five
favorites. If you have another favorite, please share that with us. Be
safe over the New Year weekend and we will be back in the first week
of 2022 with our next newsletter.
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= . Other News

New Report Quantifies Grid Reliability and Resilience
Impacts of Energy Efficiency

A new technical brief, Quantifving Grid Reliability and Resilience Impacts of Energy Efficiency:
Examples and Opportunities, explains how utility planning processes today can value energy
efficiency's contributions to electricity system reliability and resilience and recommends ways to
overcome current limitations in considering those impacts. Energy efficiency benefits can be
found in the bulk power system, energy distribution system and demand-side management
measures. These can have significant economic and societal impacts whether integrated together
or on their own. Treating energy efficiency as an energy resource helps utilities better track and
capture the full value of efficiency measures for the benefit of all customers.

New Report Identifies Pathways for Greater Utilization of
Distributed Battery Resources

A new report titled Opportunities and Challenges to Capturing Distributed Battery Value via Retail
Utility Rates and Programs provides a high-level assessment on how electric utilities can best align
their retail rates and incentive-based programs with electricity system needs in order to
encourage beneficial adoption and dispatch of distributed batteries. Distributed batteries can
provide a number of different services beyond solely the individual customer that could improve
grid operation at both the distribution and bulk system levels.
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FERC Orders Transmission Providers to Implement
Ambient-Adjusted Line Ratings

FERC issued Order 881 which requires the use of Ambient-Adjusted Ratings (AARs) on all lines
impacted by air temperature in both RTO regions and non-RTO regions and requires seasonal line
ratings for longer-term transmission requests. The rule also requires transmission owners (TOs)
to update their ratings at least hourly and requires that RTOs be able to accommodate even more
frequent changes to line ratings. Importantly, TOs will be required to submit unique emergency
and static ratings. The Organization of MISO States has long supported the use of AARs and
supports a news docket to study Dynamic Line Ratings, which are updated much more frequently
than AARs and will help expand power transmission capacity across the grid.

President Signs Executive Order on Federal Sustainability
Lead-By-Example

Earlier this month, President Biden signed an Executive Order to "catalyze America's clean energy
economy through federal sustainability." The Executive Order directs the federal government to
use its scale and procurement power to achieve five goals:

e 100 percent carbon free electricity by 2030, at least half of which will be locally supplied
clean energy to meet 24/7 demand;

e 100 percent zero-emission vehicle acquisitions by 2035, including 100 percent zero-
emission light-duty vehicle acquisitions by 2027;

e Net-zero emissions from federal procurement no later than 2050, including a Buy Clean
policy to promote use of construction materials with lower embodied emissions;

e A net-zero emissions building portfolio by 2045, including a 50 percent emissions
reduction by 2032; and

e Net-zero emissions from overall federal operations by 2050, including a 65 percent
emissions reduction by 2030.

The White House also released a detailed description of this plan: The Federal Sustainability Plan:
Catalyzing America’s Clean Energy Industries and Creating Jobs Through Federal Sustainability.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year!
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Last week, our ) Last week, the Central District received a
all Consumer Complaint total of 145 complaints from consumers

Specialists handled a against potential telemarketers through our

total of 19 complaints in no call app, website and mail-ins.

the Central District. We encourage consumers to file

telemarketing complaints with the Federal
Trade Commission at
http://www.donotcall.gov/ in addition to
filing complaints with the
Mississippi Public Service Commission.

Electric Companies
Telecommunications
Natural Gas
Water/Sewer
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